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Gay Advice Darlington/Durham 

We are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & 

Trans People working for & with 

our Communities across  

County Durham & Darlington. 

Helpline 01325 355551 

www.gayadvicedarlington.co.uk 

The Gay Centre, 9 Duke Street, 

Darlington DL3 7RX 
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Heaven & Hell 

World AIDS Day 

Is Coming 
 

The theme for 

Darlingtonôs World AIDS 

Day Extravaganza is 

Heaven & Hell. 
 

This is a joint event (just 

like Darlingtonôs Gay 

Pride that 1,500 people 

came to) between GADD 

and the Darlington Gay 

Venues:  
 

Avalon, Harveys, 

Inside Out,  

Joeôs Bar, Retro 

and Seen. 
 

So lets have fun, be 

wicked, enjoy life 

and have a naughty 

but nice time. 
 

This is our opportunity to 

have a Heavenly Time 

being totally Devilish and 

Stunning. 
 

It may be a serious issue 

but that does not stop us 

having a good time, filled 

with fun and laughter as 

we remember, celebrate 

and take action. 
 

Action to challenge bigots 

and defeat prejudice, 

discrimination and stigma. 
 

Barry Birch, Chief 

Executive GADD 



Gay Man 

Speaks Out 

Following 

Blackmail. 
 

From the Northern Echo  

Sept 26th August 2009 

By David Roberts 
 

A GAY man has spoken about how an alleged 

blackmail scam has left him ñmentally scarredò. 

 

The victim, who is not being named to protect his 

identity, said the experience has left him scared to 

leave his house and unable to trust people. He was 

conned out of hundreds of pounds by a man 

pretending to be a police officer. 

 

He praised local police and the Gay Advice 

Darlington / Durham (GADD) group for their 

sensitivity in dealing with the case. 

 

The incident took place on July 15 when the 49-year-

old victim visited the house of a man he had arranged 

to meet through a dating website for gay men. 

 

When he arrived at the house, in the North Road area 

of Darlington, at lunchtime, he was met by a man, 

dressed as a police officer, who challenged him about 

his actions and demanded he hand over a fine. 

 

Last night, the victim said the thought of his private 

life being aired publicly scared him into handing over 

his financial details. 

 

He said: ñHe threatened me with going to court. My 

family and friends would find out and there would be 

the publicity in the newspaper. 

 

ñI was terrified and panicked.ò 

 

He handed over his bank card and gave the bogus 

officer his pin number. 

 

The card was then used to buy a mountain bike, drink 

and cigarettes and to obtain about £200 in cash, 

mainly through cashback facilities at local shops. 

Within about 30 minutes of leaving the man, he 

realised he had been taken in and called GADD, who 

put him in touch with police. 

 

The victim said: ñThe staff at GADD could not have 

been more helpful, and the police dealt with me 

extremely sensitively and were very understanding 

and were in no way judgmental. Iôve been left very 

scared by this. 

 

ñI donôt want to go out and I avoid people on the 

streetðthe paranoia takes over. 

 

ñI have been to see my GP and am having 

psychotherapy. This has left me mentally scarred.ò 

 

Following the police investigation, two men aged 26 

and 28 were arrested on suspicion of blackmail and 

conspiracy. 

 

The pair, from Darlington and Newton Aycliffe, have 

been bailed until the end of this month. 

 

PC Craig Iredale said: ñSince those initial inquiries, 

we have identified other potential victims. 

 

ñHowever, we appreciate some may be reluctant to 

come forward because of personal reasons or because 

the feel vulnerable. 

 

ñWe would urge anyone who has been involved in 

similar incidents, whether they are from Darlington or 

elsewhere, to come forward. 

 

Anything they tell us will be treated in confidence.ò 

 

Callers can report an incident 

through:  

 

GADD on 01325 355551 

 

The Police on 0345ð60ð60ð365 

 

Or Crimestoppers anonymously on 

0800ð555ð111 

ðððððððððððððð- 

ðððððððððð- 
 

Gay Advice Darlington / Durham (GADD) 

Wishes to point out we offer a confidential service for 

the victims and witnesses of homophobic and 

transphobic hate crime from immediately after the 

incident through to the court case and beyond.  



Police And Communities Together or PACT is 

holding another meeting @  
 

GADDôs Gay Centre    

9 Duke Street Darlington 
 

On Monday 23rd November  

from 7.30 pm to start at 8.00pm.  

It is an opportunity for the LGBT people of 

Darlington and surrounding areas to influence 

the Policing of Darlington.  

 

Hate Crime is becoming a serious issue again 

with recent events in the press being very high 

profile.  
 

If you have a view or an opinion come and 

voice it. I guarantee it will be listened to by 

Chief Inspector Paul Unsworth and the 

officers from Darlington. 
 

The Police Authority is also wanting your 

views too and they will be attending the 

meeting to get an idea of how to support the 

LGBT community in itsô Policies and actions 

for the next financial year.  
 

This your chance to say  

what you think and be heard.  

 

 
 

 

Details from Emma Roebuck GADDôs 

Criminal Justice Worker on 01325 252522. 



 

Peterlee Office  
 

Room 7  
4th Floor  

Lee House  
Peterlee  

 

0191 586 9988  
 

This is GADDôs 
Easington District 

base . 
 

 Our Community 
Development 

Worker  
is Jason Wright  

 

Drop -in  
Monday  

1pm ð3pm  
 

Wednesday 
2pm ð4pm  

 

LGBT Group Night  
Wednesday 
5pm ð7pm  

 

GADD offers confidential, 
informative and useful 
information along with 

support for LGBT people on 
a wide range of subjects 
e.g. Coming out; Sexual 

Health; Homophobia; 
Housing; Drugs & Alcohol 

or making new friends.  

Gay Advice 

Darlington / Durham 

AGM  

Calling Notice 
MONDAY 14th December 

2009 

Doors Open 7:30pm 

AGM starts 8:00pm 
 

Membership only cost £1  

Gill Airey, GADD LGBT Inclusion Worker Has Resigned. 
 

GADD is sorry to announce that 

due to a car crash and for health 

reasons Gill has been left with no 

alternative but to resign as LGBT 

Inclusion Worker for County 

Durham. 
 

As there is only a few months of 

this contract left to run there is no 

time to recruit a replacement.  
 

Fortunately, the existing staff have 

stepped in and offered to carry out 

extra duties and the funders have 

agreed that this is a satisfactory 

solution to this sad situation. 


